In 1926 Guthrie became a cub reporter for the Lexington Leader in Kentucky. He worked his way through the ranks to become the executive editor. In 1931 he married his childhood sweetheart from Choteau, Harriet Larson. They had two children, Bert and Helen.
While at the Leader Guthrie received the prestigious Nieman Fellowship to Harvard University, which provided him with the opportunity to seriously pursue his writing career. It was during this time he completed his first novel, The Big Sky. Published in 1947 it was one of the first novels to portray the authentic harshness and grandeur of the Old West. It received national acclaim and became a giant bestseller. 
